AIR GURKERS" ASSOCIATION
WEWSLETTER NO. 1

Box 171, Pine Falls,
MARCH 1583, Manitoba. ROE 1MO.

RE-UNIOM, 1983

To date I have received responses from =ight people who wish
to join our proposed Asscciation and also attend the Winnipeg Reunion
in September. The Reunion therefore is still wery tentative and T
ghall be keeping those who have indicated their interest infarmed
a3 to future developments., Perhaps we could say a certain numbar
would indicate a "GO" (10=15=20, etc.). What do vou think., We will
have to make a definite decision by the end of May, latast,

If the reunicn become a reality, we would do what we can to
assist those requiring accomodation, We would also ask the Manitoha
Department of Tourism to mail out brochures re Hotels, Campgrounds;
ete, to those attending.

We have a couple of idess on a suitable meeting place, but
will not move on this wntil a firm commitment is reached on the

Reunion.

Eo Ear five or six wives of our merbers have =zaid they will
attend - and that is just great! We will try te lay on a program
that will plaase them!
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AIR GIMNERS' ASSOCTATION:

The support I am receiving from Ken Dicks (Thunder Bay) has
encouraged us to continue in our efforts to form a Gunners'
Association. We have arranged to have notices to this effect placed
in the Legicnary Magazine: the Royal Canadian Military Magazine;
and the Bulletin of the Wartime Pilots and cbservers Aasoc. [(WPGE).
Fen has volunteered to use whatever media available in the Lakehead
area to spread the ward,

What we need is the support of gach of your first, inm joining
our Association:; and second, to spread the word to your ex-gunner
friends and making use of any means available in your area to
advertise our intention (local newspapers: clubs; Radia; T.V. ete.])
and scliciting membership in our Association,

Extra Application forms are available on reguest = or, better
still you can copy the ane attached,
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We have heen contacted by Mr. Ralph Wefel of California whe
was a 5/5gt. Radio-Op/Gunner ([Lower Mid-Rear Waist Window, using
2 hand-held . 50°'s8) with the 9th USAAF, He completed 26 missions
with a B=iB6 (Marauder} Sguadron. We have written to Ralph indicating
that we would be in favor of forming an International Air Gunners'
Association, wWith a Canadian and dmerican Division. Tt is hoped
that he will be akle ta enlist the sssistance of other ex .S, kir
Gunners who will help him develep a membership campaign,
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"SHORT BURSTS"

For those of you who may réemenber John "Gabby” Wallace from
#10 BEG, He has been residing in Australia for several VaRrs Tow,
His wartime experiences include being the scle survivar of thres
crews, each of whom were shot down: (1l owver Basep (2] over the
Channel; (3} over Germany, from where he made his way back to
Britain via Portugal.
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A book dealing with Wartime Air Gunners is being compiled
by Mr. Sidney hllinson, 24 Ravencliff Crescant, Scarboro, Omt.
MIT IRB. He would be plessed to hear from any of you who might
share interesting anecdotes of your wartime experiences (or those
of someone you knew). bDon't be shy!! Soch a book about the much
ovarloocked, under-rated, lowly (but Good Looking) Air Gunner is
long overdues:
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Bill Dtver tells me he is the PRO for his Legion Branch inm

Stoney Creek, Ont, I hope that means we can count on his support
in that area of the country. What say - William? :
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A copy of this Newsletter will bhe going out to W, E. “Cchick"
Thomas of Winipeg, who was the “"other" Gunner in the crew of
John Watters, We hope that he will decide to besome & member of
Our group.
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In addition to being tegether during Manning, Sround and
Sunnery School, it ssems that Al Schafer and I were neighbors while
on "Ops®. He b=ing staticned at Cculten (214) while I was at
Foulsham (192} beth in 100 Sroup. I believe cur Drem Lights imter-
locked, 1f T remember correctly. Hurray Feden, the Pl lot SButhor of
“a Thousand Shall Fall® and “The Fall of the Arrow", alsoc has &
bock entitled, "A Pilot for 2147, and fleaw Flying Forts from that
base. Ferhaps you knew of him, Al.
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Ken Dicke and I plan on attending the 4th Commorwealth
ABircrew Reunion to be held in Winnipeg September 1984, under the
suspices of the Wartime Pilots and Observers Asscc. [Wpgl. I know
thers will be many ex AS"s in attendance, and we shall be armed
with Application Forms and Receipt Books! Attendance is expected
to e in the 1000°s.

howsHES

Any sugqgestions for: A “"Hame" for our Newsletter??
Mephership Card Design (Internationall
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"FIRAL APPROACH®

Paid-tip membership for 1383, to date:

Ho. BEG ggdn Grp
John Wallace, Townswville, Australia - #10 - -
Jahn Donnelly, Sicamous, B, R2T407H #10 426 &
Robert 2lake, So.Edmonton, Alta, B290811 MacDonald - =
Al Bchafer, Calgary, Alta. RISA446E #10 214 100
Bert Traimor, Victoris Beh, Man. caa92 Britain 427 &
John Watters, Yal Carom., Ont. RIGHLLS A 227 5
Gord HMaak, FKingston, Omt. mEA1441 #10 356 India
Hen Dicks, Thunder Bay, Ont, & - - Burma
charlie ¥Yule, Pine Falls, Man, RIGIEIS #10 1892 100

We sincerely hope that those of you who have not yet
committed yourself to membership will decide to join us. If youo find
it inconvenient to attend the Planpnsd Reunim in 1983, that shouold 1
not deter you from becoming a member of our Association;

It is our hope that this organization will lead to contacts
through a periodie (Quarterly) Fewsletterr Reunions in wvArious
locations of the countryy; exchanges of news, ete. You will probably
renew many old relationships with people who have shared similar
ExNperiences. -

FUFTURE NEWSLETTERS WILL ONLY BE MAILED TO THOSE WHD ARE PATD-UR
"ATR GIUNMER ASSOCTATION" MEMBERS FOR 1983,



